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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PORG, NATO, NAC 

SUBJECT: NATO SECRETARY GENERAL S REPORT ON FOLLOW-UP 
TO THE WASHINGTON SUMMIT 

REF: USNATO 6368 (NOTAL) 

1 . DEPARTMENT AGREES WITH USNATO'S COMMENTS IN REFTEL 
AND CONCURS WITH MISSION'S PROPOSED COURSE OF ACTION 
DURING JUNE 28 NAC DISCUSSION OF THE SYG'S REPORT ON 
FOLLOW-UP TO THE WASHINGTON SUMMIT. 

2. REGARDING PARA 2(C), IF TOPIC ARISES, WE CONCUR WITH 

THE PROPOSAL TO STRESS THAT OUR ARMS CONTROL CONSULTATION 
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RECORD IN THE ALLIANCE HAS BEEN EXCELLENT, AND WE ENDORSE 
THE PRINCIPLE OF FULL CONSULTATION IN THIS AREA IN THE 
FUTURE. FYI: THE BRITISH INDICATED TO US DURING BILATERALS 
ON SALT AND THEATER ISSUES JUNE 23 (STATE 162631) THAT 
THEY INTEND SHORTLY TO MAKE SPECIFIC SUGGESTIONS FOR NEW 
CONSULTATIVE ARRANGEMENTS ON ARMS CONTROL IN NATO, 

POSSIBLY THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A NEW COMMITTEE ON ARMS 
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CONTROL AND DISARMAMENT TO PAR AT, I. FI. THE SPC. EMBASSY 
LONDON HAS INDICATED THAT UK MAY FLOAT SUGGESTION ON THIS 
POINT NEXT WEEK. WHILE WE ARE PREPARED TO CONSIDER 
PROPOSALS IN THIS AREA, WE ARE NOT PREPARED TO COMMIT 
OURSELVES TO CONCRETE SUGGESTIONS AT THIS POINT. IN GENERAL 
WE OPPOSE THE PROLIFERATION OF COMMITTEES IF AN EXISTING 
ONE CAN HANDLE THE WORK FORESEEN. MOREOVER, IN THE 
CONTEXT OF DISCUSSION OF SALT AND THEATER SYSTEMS ISSUES, 

WE WANT TO PRESERVE BOTH SUBSTANTIVE AND PROCEDURAL 
FLEXIBILITY, AND AVOID PREMATURE DEVELOPMENT OF FORMALIZED 
NATIONAL POSITIONS AND PROCEDURES. WE WOULD HOPE UK 
WOULD NOT PRESS FOR SUBSTANTIVE DISCUSSION AT JUNE 28 
MEETING. WE WILL BE GETTING OUT SEPTEL ON OUR THINKING 
RE DEVELOPMENT OF CONSULT ATIONAL ARRANGEMENTS. END FYI. 

3. AS FOR THE SYG'S STUDY ON ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE AND 
COOPERATION WITHIN THE ALLIANCE. WE STAND READY TO HELP 
TO INSURE THAT IT IS REALISTIC AND ACCURATE AND MAKES 
A POSITIVE CONTRIBUTION. AT THIS POINT, HOWEVER. WE WOULD 
LIKE MORE INFORMATION ON ITS PURPOSE AND STRUCTURE BEFORE 
DECIDING HOW ACTIVE A ROLE WE SHOULD TAKE. 

VANCE 
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